
Comprehensive Estate Planning, Asset Protect ion, Business Structuring

formerly the Law Office of David Wood, PLLC

Plan for the Worst, Enjoy the Best
It's nearly Halloween! Ghosts, skeletons, and zombies dominate the trick or treating scene. We take
depictions of injury and death, add a lighthearted twist, and adorn our homes with the macabre and
taboo. While costumes are fun, incapacity and personal injury are no laughing matter. Preparation is
vital to prevent the worst side-effects that can come from an accident. Consider what may happen if
you were to suffer a debilitating mishap. Who or what would determine the kind of treatment you
would receive if you couldn't speak for yourself? How can you make sure your desires are carried out? In
such an event, a proper Estate Plan, with a Living Will and Healthcare Power of Attorney, will ensure
your voice is heard.

Living Will vs. Healthcare Power of Attorney

Living Will

An Advance Medical Directive, aka "Living
Will," specifies the kind of medical
treatments you would or would not want
performed if you were near the end of your
life. It covers end-of-life care decisions,
such as resuscitation, tube feeding,
dialysis, medications, and organ
donations. Options also depend on
whether or not an injury/illness is curable
or terminal.

We recommend discussing these weighty
decisions with your doctor, family, close
friends, and your health care agent
(designated in your Healthcare Power of
Attorney). Consider your personal values
and the quality of life you desire towards
the end.

Healthcare Power of Attorney

A healthcare power of attorney gives a
designated agent the power to act in your
behalf, under the guidance of your
directives. It grants the power to select
your place of treatment, access your
medical records, consent to or refuse
treatment, and to hire/fire health care
providers.

The nominee to this position should be
considered thoughtfully before being
named. Normally, clients choose their
spouse, a close family member, or a friend,
but the final choice is up to you. While the
document gives you several scenarios
where you can select exactly how you
want treatment to proceed, it cannot take
into account all possible situations. Your
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agent is responsible for using your
guidelines and making decisions that are
in-line with your stated values and beliefs.

Once you've created and executed your
document, you should:

Keep the original in a safe,
accessible place.
Give a copy to your doctor and a
copy to your healthcare agent
Carry a card that indicates you have
a healthcare directive, names your
agent, and tells where a copy can be
found.

Living Wills and Healthcare Powers of Attorney go
hand-in-hand. Both allow you to determine how
you want to be treated and cared for should
tragedy strike. Unfortunately, only 29% of adults
have one. A proper Estate Plan covers your assets
while alive and ensures you and your family can stay
secure if and when you're gone. It is of vital
importance that you regularly check and update all
of your documents. Life if full of unexpected events.
Preparation softens the impact of those blows. Plan
Right Law is the best spot to go to create or update your estate plan. Take the initiative. and plan
today, so you can be prepared for tomorrow.

From Our Clients:
"David Wood did estate planning work for my husband and me earlier this year. We have
two children at home so it was important that we have a plan in place in case anything
were to happen. He answered all our questions, responded to our calls and emails, and
took good care of us. He then helped me with some family business matters and made
sure my business interests were part of our planning."
-Amy J., SLC, Utah
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